
Evidence from 26 U.S. Jewish Population  

Studies on Adult Jewish Engagement 



“The Jewish community — as well as funders and parents 

with camp-age children — need proof that camp 

significantly impacts Jewish behavior and engagement 

well into campers’ adult years, and Professor Steven 

Cohen's regression analysis demonstrates exactly that. 

   

There is no reason for any skepticism 

anymore:  Camp works, and Jewish camping 

should be strongly supported and funded."  
 

            -- Elisa Spungen Bildner, Co-Founder and Co-chair, FJC Board of Trustees  



CAMP WORKS:  
The Long Term Impact  

   As adults, campers are: 

MORE LIKELY TO 

DONATE TO A 

JEWISH 

FEDERATION 

MORE LIKELY TO 

LIGHT CANDLES 

REGULARLY FOR 

SHABBAT 

MORE LIKELY TO 

ATTEND A 

SYNAGOGUE AT 

LEAST ONCE A 

MONTH 

MORE LIKELY TO 

FEEL VERY 

EMOTIONALLY 

ATTACHED TO 

ISRAEL 
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CAMP WORKS:  
The Long Term Impact 

   

Leaders in their 20’s and 30’s have benefited disproportionately from more 

intensive forms of Jewish education than that received by their peers who do not 

serve in leadership positions. Over two-thirds have attended Jewish summer camps.  

JEWISH PROFESSIONALS 

(RABBIS, CANTORS, TEACHERS) 

STARTED OUT AS COUNSELORS 

AT JEWISH CAMP 

JEWISH EDUCATORS CITED 

CAMP AS A KEY EXPERIENCE 

THAT CAUSED THEM TO ENTER 

THE FIELD 

Generation of Change: How Leaders in Their Twenties and Thirties Are Reshaping 

American Jewish Life.  By Jack Wertheimer, commissioned by the AVI CHAI Foundation 



We don’t have to repair the lack of adult 

engagement in Jewish life.  If you invest in 

Jewish youth, you’re going to automatically get 

all kinds of engagement.   

 

Donors and philanthropists have to believe in this model.  

By investing in reaching Jews right now you see immediate 

results, but investing in Jewish camp and other effective 

measures of Jewish engagement, you see the results 20, 

30, 40 years from now.   

       -- Professor Steven M. Cohen  


